SULICICIS 
are granted 
taxbreaks 


By Tom Spears Toronto Star 


The first tax break ever in Cana- 
da for people who get sick from 
low levels of chemicals is being 
offered by Ottawa. 

The 1ax break, which took effect 

for the 1988 tax year (this year’s, 
tax return), would let victims of 
“environmental hypersensitivity” 
claim expenses for equipment to 
purify the air and water in their 
homes. 

Air purifiers and other equip- 
ment “have been added to the list 
of qualifying medical expenses,” a 
finance ministry official said. 

Tax credits are offered for the 
purchase of bottled water, water 
filters and air intake purifiers;.and 
conversion to electric heat from 
gas or oil furnaces. 

To qualify for the credits, a per- 
son must be diagnosed by a doctor 
as a victim of environmental 
hypersensitivity and must havethe. 
aulpoant prescribed by the doc- 


“The change received strong 
praise from Chris Brown, an Otta- 
wa man who has suffered for years 
from severe reactions to low levels 
of various chemicals, including 
tobacco smoke. 


Positive step 


Brown, who has been pressing 
the federal health ministry to give 
more public support to the erivi- 
ronmentally sensitive, said the'tax 
break is “a big, positive change.” 

“Once the government is dishing 
out none or tax credits, it’s clear 
the problem is recognized: by 
them,” he said. 

Brown said the problem covers a 
wide array of disorders including 
the allergic reactions known. as. 
“twentieth-century disease.” 

He said other reactions do- not 
take the form of an allergy. Brown 
himself becomes disoriented and 
has trouble putting words together 


_ after breathing tobacco smoke. 


Other victims react to a variety 
of chemicals ranging from clean- 
ing products and perfume to gas 
fumes, chlorine in water and trace 
levels of pesticides on food. 

The extreme cases of people whe 
must stay at home all the time are 
rare, Brown said. 

“Most people (with the disorder) 
are able to work, so the tax break 
is very meaningful,” he said. 
“There are a lot of people who just 
need a small amount of co-opera> 
tion.” 

A spokesman for the finance 
ministry said the change comes 
under the section of a tax return 
where the taxpayer claims medical 
expenses. 

Tax credits have already been 
used in the past for equipment 
such as wheelchairs, Ben Ward 
said. 


